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to the body of the poor sick man, who necessarily recovers.1
The Yabim of Northern New Guinea believe that there
are water-spirits who steal the souls of children. To guard
their offspring against them women do not bathe their children
in a stream but in an artificial bath. If, however, a child
sickens, and the water-spirits are thought to have stolen its
soul, an experienced woman takes a coconut shell used as a
vessel and attaches it by a string to a cross-bar, and goes with
it to a stream. There she puts the coconut-shell in the water,
and holding it like a fishing-line by the cross-bar or handle,
she draws it to and fro, so that the coconut shell bobs up and
down in the water. Attracted by the apparatus the water-
spirits bring the child's soul to the coconut shell. The
woman then carries the shell full of water to the house and
bathes the sick child in the water of the shell. Thus the little
sufferer recovers its lost soul.2
Among the Bare'e-speaking Toradyas of Central Celebes
there are priestesses whose chief business it is to bring back
the souls of sick people which have been carried away by
demons or ghosts. Also they watch over people's souls when
they move into a new house, for souls can then be easily
damaged by angry tree-spirits. The priestesses also bring
back the soul of the rice, and procure rain or dry weather.
Every priestess has her familiar woerake spirit who descends
to her and accompanies her up into the air. Yellow-coloured
rice, an egg, and a fowl are provided, that she may take them
with her in her flight as an offering to the great spirits. She
sits under a hood hung from a rafter; holding dracaena
leaves in her hand, she chants, with closed eyes, her litany,
in which she describes her soul's flight and adventures. The
language of the litany is not the common language : it is
supposed to be the language of the spirits. There are three
parts of the litany. The stem (watanja) or principal part of
the litany describes the journey of the priestess's soul in
search of the patient's lost soul. The ship of the spirit, who
comes to help the priestess, is the rainbow ; in it she and her
familiar spirit fly aloft. She describes her arrival at the house
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